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alone in the compound He told his master that, seeing the dog carrying off the mutton, he had rushed into his study ; but not finding him there he believed that he had not returned from his morning's work. He had accordingly himself seized the gun and run out with it and shot the dog
A day or two afterwards, his servant told the Civil Surgeon that he was being prosecuted before the magistrate under one of the sections of the Penal Code. I forget whether the charge was one of mischief or of house trespass, but the allegation was, that this dog belonged to a resident of the town and that the servant had come to the house of the owner of the dog, which was about three-quarters of a mile from the Civil Surgeon's house, and had, out of pure malice, entered the premises of the owner of the dog and shot the animal The Civil Surgeon sent his servant to an Indian barrister, who was one of the leading practitioners in the small local court, and requested him to undertake the defence At the same time he told his servant that he himself would be prepared to come and give evidence as to the exact facts of the case He heard nothing more of the case for some time ; and then he asked life servant when it was coming on for hearing His servant replied that the case had been already decided in his favour. The Civil Surgeon inquired whether the owner of the dog had failed altogether to bring forward any evidence, and he was told that, far from this, the owner had brought several witnesses to prove his story; but the servant added, " I brought four witnesses who told the truth M
The master inquired how it was possible that he could have got this evidence, inasmuch as there was no one in the compound at the time; and the servant said that he had ascertained that four men were willing to come and give clear statements as to the facts for eight annas, that is to say, two annas (or at the then rate of exchange, threepence) for each witness, and that the court had heard their statement and had acquitted him of tB&. offence charged The servant explained his conduct by saying that, when he found that he could get the matter settled in this